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Minutes of a meeting of the Council held on Thursday 20 May 2021, commencing at 8:35am in the 
Manawatū District Council Chambers, 135 Manchester Street, Feilding. 

PRESENT: Mayor Helen Worboys (Chairperson) 
 Cr Steve Bielski  
 Cr Stuart Campbell  
 Cr Shane Casey  
 Cr Michael Ford  
 Cr Heather Gee-Taylor  
 Cr Grant Hadfield  
 Cr Hilary Humphrey  
 Cr Phil Marsh  
 Cr Andrew Quarrie  
 Cr Alison Short  
   
IN ATTENDANCE: Shayne Harris (Acting Chief Executive) 
 Hamish Waugh (General Manager – Infrastructure) 
 Michael Hawker (Acting General Manager – Community and 

Strategy) 
 Frances Smorti (General Manager – People and Culture) 
 Karel Boakes (Acting General Manager – Corporate and 

Regulatory) 
 Rebecca Bell (Strategy Manager) 
 Stacey Bell (Economist) 
 Ben Caldwell (Communications Officer) 
 Amanda Calman (Chief Financial Officer) 
 Janine Hawthorn (Community Development Adviser) 
 Mathew Bayliss (Community Facilities Manager) 
 Carl Johnstone (Parks and Property Team Leader) 
 Stacey Bell (Economist) 
 John Jones (Roading Manager) 
 Paul Greig (Compliance and Monitoring Team Leader) 
 Chris McRae (Compliance and Monitoring Officer) 
 Andrew Royds (Compliance and Monitoring Officer 
 Lorraine Thompson (Executive Assistant – Chief Executive) 
 Shelley Ashton (Senior Advisor - Marketing and Community 

Engagement) 
 Bayley Morrow (Regulatory Support Officer) 
 Sam Gledhill (Graphic Designer) 
 Kayla Gledhill (Graphic Designer) 
 Nav Parmar (GIS Officer) 
 Katie McKay (Acting Executive Assistant – Chief Executive) 
 Sarah Miller (Graduate Planner) 
 Pepa Moefili (Planning Officer) 
 Ben Foster (Graduate Planner) 
 Chris Wisnewski (Alcohol Licensing and Monitoring Officer) 
 Maree Brown (Human Resources Administrator) 
 Kylie Iwikau (Executive Assistant – Infrastructure) 
 Brittney Evans (Corporate Projects Adviser) 
 James Adamson (Parks and Property Officer) 
 Tracy Sharples (Parks and Property Administration Support 

Officer) 
 Trena Hokianga (Executive Assistant – Mayor) 
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 Rachel Raggett (Executive Assistant – Community and Strategy) 
 Rachelle Johnston (Principal Planner) 
 Sonya Stevens (Business Support Officer) 
 Helen Nguyen (Senior Finance Officer) 
 Karinne Furniss (Infrastructure Support Officer – Technical) 
 Michael Taylor (Projects Team Leader) 
 Matthew Mackay (Principal Policy Planner) 
 Allie Dunn (Governance Team Leader) 
 Steph Skinner (Governance Officer) 

MDC 21/814 MEETING OPENING 

Sarah McMenamin, of the Anglican Parish of the Oroua, opened the meeting in prayer.  

MDC 21/815 APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies. 

MDC 21/816 REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

There were no requests for leave of absence.  

MDC 21/817 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held 06 May 2021 be adopted as a true and 
correct record. 

Moved by: Councillor Michael Ford 

Seconded by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/818 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

Councillor Stuart Campbell noted that the conflict of interest he declared on 6 May 2021 
no longer existed.  

MDC 21/819 FIONA KAHUKURA CHASE 

Fiona Kahukura Chase spoke to Council about Māori Representation and Māori Wards. 
She spoke about the importance of whakapapa, how it showed their connections to 
each other, their land, rivers and mountains and was used to identify their 
turangawaewae and right to be heard.  She spoke about how Māori had whakapapa 
and connections that went back many generations.  

She outlined the statistics of Māori that sees many of her whanaunga living in poverty.  

She expressed concerns about the underrepresentation of Māori in local government, 
and how having a representative elected directly by those on the Māori electoral roll 
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would ensure that a specifically Māori perspective was present in the Council Chamber. 
Given the ever-increasing legislative importance of recognising and incorporating such 
perspectives in all public decision-making, she believed that this could only lead to 
better Council processes. As examples she noted that Māori knowledge and 
perspectives were hugely beneficial when considering land use, conservation practices, 
climate crisis responses, local business, tourism, and the protection of vulnerable 
communities. 

She reminded Council of their obligations as elected members and their oath of office.  

She asked the Council to be courageous, to be good leaders, and vote in favour of 
establishing Māori Wards.  

MDC 21/820 PRESENTATION - ESTABLISHMENT OF A MAORI WARD 

Marae, hapū and iwi representatives spoke to Council about establishing Māori Wards. 

Professor Meihana Durie, Aorangi Marae Trustees Chair and spokesperson for Te Kōtui 
Reo Taumata Collective, noted the newly-established collective represented each of the 
12 marae and hapū, whānau and iwi in the district, and represented the aspirations of 
their people for active representation on the Council. He spoke about how they sought 
to bring closure to the intergenerational burdens from past injustices that had seen 
land, language, culture and practices lost. He spoke about the progress that had been 
made despite this, through building economies of scale, building partnerships and 
establishing exemplar models in Māori health, education and business. He spoke about 
the impact of the decision made by the Council on 6 May 2021 and how they as Treaty 
partners, and kaitiaki of the land on which the Council Chambers stood, had felt let 
down by the Council. He spoke about the formation of Te Kōtui Reo Taumata Collective 
that had emerged as a powerful force in the past two weeks. With their collective 
voices, they asked that the Council vote to establish Māori representation to give them 
representation and visibility on Council. He spoke about how collectively they had great 
aspirations for their people and wanted to be active citizens as Te Ao Māori. He spoke 
about the valuable contribution they had to make to the future of the district, and how 
their contribution went back over 200 years, but had not had representation on Council. 
A yes vote would enable them to walk alongside as equal partners.  He asked Council to 
follow the lead of other Councils in Aotearoa and vote to establish a Māori ward.  

Wiremu Te Awe Awe of Te Rangimārie Marae spoke, asking Council to vote to establish 
a Māori ward.  He spoke about how the Palmerston North City Council and Horizons 
Regional Council had voted to establish Māori wards and asked the Manawatū District 
Council to do the same.  

Kipa Arapere spoke on behalf of Poupatatē Marae in support of establishing a Māori 
ward.  

Rochelle Paranihi of Te Tikanga Marae spoke, outlining her whakapapa to all of the 
marae in the district.  She spoke for the 12 marae, the five iwi and the 13 hapū in the 
district, and the 22.76% who voted yes in the 2018 Māori ward poll. She spoke about 
the importance of equality and fair play, and speaking for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, even if going against the majority. She spoke about the realities of Māori 
growing up in Aotearoa and being treated differently to pakeha, and the unconscious 
biases they faced. She spoke about the impact on them from how these biases were 
portrayed in books, media and all the negative messages put out over the past 181 
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years. She spoke about how the odds were stacked against Māori for standing for 
election and how this had been perpetuated in each generation. She explained that with 
democracy, if the majority of members had been unconsciously influenced against 
minorities, how would it be possible for the minorities to believe in equality? In 
conclusion she proposed that Māori wards would be good for Council, the District, and 
good for all.  

Kathryn Knowles, Trustee of Te Iwa Marae asked that the Council take into account 
what was being said today and vote in favour of establishing Māori wards. 

Atiria Read, of Te Hiiri o Mahuta Marae spoke in favour of establishing Māori wards.  
She asked the Council not to use skewed interpretations of democracy as a reason not 
to establish Māori wards, as these interpretations were not fair and just when they 
came from a prejudiced viewpoint. She asked the Council to be brave, act with equity, 
and be just.  

Lauren Reweti of Kōtuku Marae, talked about loss and intergenerational pain. She 
spoke about history of their people and the time that Māori saw their lands taken from 
them in the 1800s through the Public Works Act; how in 1887 when William McLean 
came and broke up their land, you weren’t there, you didn’t feel what they felt. When 
their land was given away to settlors, you didn’t feel that pain. In living memory, when 
their waterways were taken, dams built, the resultant loss of their kai sources, their 
matauranga, their culture. They felt that. She spoke about their feelings from the loss 
of te reo in living memory in their schools. She spoke about the present day and the loss 
felt two weeks earlier from Council’s decision not to establish a Māori ward.  She spoke 
about how intergenerational pain, taumaha or mamae was etched into their DNA from 
past actions of the Crown. She asked the Manawatū District Council to make the right 
decision today to establish a Māori ward as they would feel the effects from that 
decision too.  

Manurere Devonshire, Taumata o Te Rā Marae, and Ted Devonshire, Ngati Te Ao spoke 
in support of establishing a Māori ward. Ted Devonshire spoke in support of the 
previous korero.  He asked the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor not to talk about 
personally wanting to vote in favour of Māori wards, but then vote against.  He asked 
the Councillors that had previously voted no to get a good understanding, act with 
impartiality and advocate for special interests needs. He noted that in Council’s 
statutory acknowledgements Council said that it valued the foundation of Crown / 
Māori relationships and that it sought to progress these. He urged Council to do so by 
voting to establish a Māori ward.  

Jerard Twomey reminded the Council of the provisions of the Local Electoral Act 2001. 
He asked Councillors why they believed they needed to abide by a previous poll that 
was no longer binding.  He spoke about the many Councils that had made the hard, but 
right decision to ignore those polls. He reminded the Council that Government provided 
legislation for the Council to do this, by removing the previous provision that was 
racially biased and inconsistent with the Treaty of Waitangi. He reminded the Council 
that a decision to establish a Māori ward would not affect non-Māori, it only affected 
Māori. He spoke about the Partnership in the Treaty of Waitangi, and the Local 
Government Act 2002 requirement for Māori to have decision-making opportunities. 
He spoke about how Māori had fought against racially-based views for generations, 
giving as an example an application for consent to build a marae thirty years previously.  
He reminded Council that their marae form part of the community, and in no other 
matter would you heed the word of those that were not affected. The Council had asked 
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marae whether they supported establishment of a Māori ward, and the marae said yes, 
they were ready.  He asked Council to vote in favour of establishing a Māori ward as it 
did two years previously.  

Taiana Metuamate, of Ngati Kauwhata asked the tamariki in the public gallery to stand. 
She introduced them to Council as the faces of future teachers, doctors, journalists and 
central government leaders, and future Manawatū District Council members. She said 
that these were the faces of the future, however none of the faces at the Council table 
were familiar to them, did not speak their language, and did not understand the 
challenges from the biases they face every day. She asked, that with no Māori on 
Council, who would speak for them, who would they get inspiration from when there 
was no one at the table that represented them. She also noted that these faces showed 
the over-representation in negative statistics. She quoted a whakatauki “Ka pū te ruha, 
ka hao te rangatahi” – As an old net withers a new one is made.  She would like the new 
net to be intertwined with these faces.  

Amiria Arapere, Trustee of Parewahawaha Marae spoke about the change in New 
Zealand Curriculum history that was launched on 3 February 2021.  This would see all 
children throughout Aotearoa being taught and learning about Māori history as well as 
pakeha history.  She spoke about how the decision made by Council today would be 
recorded and read about by the tamariki, and future generations. She said that their 
petition to the Council was to make the hard, but right decision.  

Oriana Paewai, resident of papa kāinga at Aorangi spoke. She began with mihi to their 
kaikarakia this morning. She reminded Councillor Hadfield, who had spoken about his 
genealogy and heritage at the 6 May Council meeting, and his links to Octavius Hadfield 
and his arrival in Aotearoa, that the Church of England had a two house model that 
represents Māori and pakeha.  She reminded Councillors about the previous speaker’s 
comment about the change to curriculum for schools, and how this vote would form 
part of living history.  She spoke about the arguments made about one person, one 
vote, noting this only works when there is equality. She reminded Council that they had 
heard very clearly that Māori did not have equality, and were striving for equity. She 
asked the Council to celebrate one of their whanau members, and a constituent of your 
rohe, that was awarded an Order of New Zealand recently.  

Kelly Lawton, of Kauwhata Marae, greeted the Council in the three official languages of 
Aotearoa. He spoke to Council about the 2018 poll, reminding Council that a 
referendum has a finite life, as does any data. Information systems exist to provide real-
time data, that is fed into the system so that you have the latest data.  He spoke about 
how today, he had brought Council real-time data.  This was relevant because the real-
time data reports what is happening today.  The 2018 referendum was history and it 
was not possible to say that result was relevant today as he goal posts had changed.  He 
spoke about speech made by Horizons Regional Councillor, Jono Naylor, who had said 
that he had received correspondence telling him that if he voted in favour of 
establishing a Māori ward, he would be voted out next election. Councillor Naylor then 
said that if that was what it took in order to do the right thing, that was something he 
would live with. He asked Manawatū District Councillors to be just as brave.  

Desiree Smith, gave her whakapapa, and expressed her concern that she did not know 
anyone in the Council.  She spoke about when she entered the Council building, she saw 
a carving that she recognised, but in the Council Chambers she did not see anyone she 
could relate to.  She spoke about how with a vote to establish Māori wards, the Council 
would have Māori with them in a relationship and would be able to see what they could 
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contribute to the table.  She spoke about the importance of this to the rangatahi that 
were waiting.  

MDC 21/821 NOTICE OF MOTION - REVOCATION OF RESOLUTION RE MAORI WARD 
ESTABLISHMENT 

Notice of motion from Councillor Alison Short seeking revocation of resolution made 6 
May 2021 re Māori Ward establishment and proposing a motion to be made in its place. 

Councillor Michael Ford left the meeting at 10:18am and returned to the meeting at 10:20am.  

RESOLVED 

That the following motion “MDC 21/791 Local Electoral Ward” resolved by the Council 
at its meeting held 6 May 2021 be revoked: 

“That the Council resolve that a decision on establishment of a Māori Ward under 
Section 19Z of the Local Electoral Act 2001 be addressed prior to the next 
Representation Review in 2024.” 

And that the following motion be made in its place: 

“That the Council resolve under Section 19Z of the Local Electoral Act 2001 that the 
Manawatū District be divided into one or more Māori Wards for electoral purposes.” 

Moved by: Councillor Alison Short 

Seconded by: Councillor Shane Casey 

CARRIED 

A division was called: 

Voting for the motion: Her Worship the Mayor and Councillors Alison Short, Shane 
Casey, Hilary Humphrey, Phil Marsh, Michael Ford, Stuart Campbell and Heather Gee-
Taylor. 

Voting against the motion: Councillors Grant Hadfield, Steve Bielski and Andrew 
Quarrie. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:58am and reconvened at 11:32am. 

MDC 21/822 NOTIFICATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items of business notified for consideration.  

MDC 21/823 RECOMMENDATION FROM AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE RE QUARTERLY 
REPORT TO 31 MARCH 2021 

Report of the Acting General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory dated 14 May 2021 
presenting a recommendation from the Audit and Risk Committee meeting of 13 May 
2021, regarding the Third Quarter Report to 31 March 2021 that provided a summary 
to 31 March 2021 of the Council’s performance against the 2020-21 Annual Plan. 
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RESOLVED 

That the Council receive the Quarterly Performance Report, the Capital Expenditure 
Report and the Quarterly Treasury Report for the period ended 31 March 2021. 

Moved by: Councillor Stuart Campbell 

Seconded by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/824 MINUTES OTHER COMMITTEES – FOR INFORMATION 

The draft minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 13 May 2021 were 
circulated for information. Following discussion, the members asked that the agenda 
item regarding the Council Nursery that was agreed for inclusion at the next Audit and 
Risk Committee meeting, be brought to a future Council meeting instead. The draft 
minutes from the Community Development Committee meeting held 22 April 2021 
would be brought to the next Council meeting.  

MDC 21/825 DISESTABLISHMENT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

Report of the Acting Chief Executive dated 11 May 2021 seeking a resolution to formally 
discharge a Council Committee, formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District 
Council.” 

MOVED 

1) That the Council note the withdrawal of Marae, Hapū and Iwi members from 
the committee, formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council.” 

2) That the Council discharge the committee, formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko 
Manawatū District Council.” 

3) That the Council note the establishment of Te Kōtui Reo Taumata Collective 
that will be the Te Tiriti voice for Marae, Hapū and Iwi in the Manawatū 
District Council area. 

Moved by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

Seconded by: Councillor Alison Short 

AMENDMENT 

That the following be added to the motion: 

4) That the Council note and acknowledge the significant contribution of 
Councillor Alison Short in her time as Chairperson of the committee, 
formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council.” 

Moved by: Councillor Hilary Humphrey 
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Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

The SUBSTANTIVE motion was PUT and CARRIED as follows: 

1) That the Council note the withdrawal of Marae, Hapū and Iwi members from 
the committee, formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District 
Council.” 

2) That the Council discharge the committee, formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko 
Manawatū District Council.” 

3) That the Council note the establishment of Te Kōtui Reo Taumata Collective 
that will be the Te Tiriti voice for Marae, Hapū and Iwi in the Manawatū 
District Council area. 

4) That the Council note and acknowledge the significant contribution of 
Councillor Alison Short in her time as Chairperson of the committee, 
formerly called “Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council.” 

MDC 21/826 ADOPTION OF FEES AND CHARGES 2021-22 

Report of the Acting General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory dated 6 May 2021 
seeking to set by resolution fees and charges for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council approve the activity fees and charges for the financial year 
commencing 1 July 2021 and ending 30 June 2022 as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
report of the Acting General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory dated 6 May 2021. 

Moved by: Councillor Shane Casey 

Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/827 C4 1505 ROAD MAINTENANCE CONTRACT – THREE YEAR EXTENSION 

Report of the General Manager – Infrastructure dated 10 March 2021 advising Council 
that Road Maintenance Contract C4/1505 was nearing the end of its first three year 
term, and seeking a decision on whether or not to extend the existing contractual 
arrangements for a further three years term. 

RESOLVED 

That the report on the Road Maintenance Contract C4/1505 - Three Year extension 
be received. 

That the Council approve the three year extension of the Road Maintenance Contract 
C4/1505 to Higgins Contractors Limited up to a value of $33,020,000 + GST for the 
period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2024, subject to Council’s adoption of the draft 2021-31 
Ten Year Plan. 
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That the Council note this investment in the roading network includes a subsidy from 
the New Zealand Transport Agency. The subsidy is 53% for 2021-22, 52% for 2022-23, 
and 51% for 2023-24. The balance of the roading programme is funded via the roading 
targeted rate. 

Moved by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

Seconded by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/828 MANAWATU YOUTH COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MINUTES – APRIL 
2021 

Report of the Acting General Manager – Community and Strategy dated 4 May 2021 
presenting minutes from recent meetings of the Manawatū Youth Council and 
Community Committees for information. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council receive the minutes of the Community Committees and the 
Manawatū Youth Council meetings. 

Moved by: Councillor Michael Ford 

Seconded by: Councillor Heather Gee-Taylor 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/829 CONSIDERATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items notified for consideration. 

MDC 21/830 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS 

RESOLVED 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

a) Minutes Audit and Risk Committee for information 
b) Sale of Land on South Street 
c) Key Project Status Reports  
d) Recommendation from Chief Executive’s Employment Committee 

That the general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, 
the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific 
grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Grounds under Section 
48(1) for the passing of 
this resolution 
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a) Minutes Audit and 

Risk Committee – for 
information 

Section 7(2)(j) - prevent 
the disclosure or use of 
official information for 
improper gain or 
improper advantage. 

Section 48(1)(a) - the 
public conduct of the 
relevant part of the 
proceedings would be 
likely to result in a 
disclosure of information 
for which good reason for 
withholding that 
information would exist, 
under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings 
Act 1987. 

b) Sale of Land on 
South Street 

Section 7(2)(i) – to enable 
any local authority 
holding the information 
to carry on, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and industrial 
negotiations). 

As above. 

c) Key Project Status 
Reports 

Section 7(2)(j) – to 
prevent the disclosure or 
use of official information 
for improper gain or 
improper advantage. 

As above. 

d) Recommendation 
from Chief 
Executive’s 
Employment 
Committee 

Section 7(2)(a) – to 
protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including 
that of deceased natural 
persons. 

As above. 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interests protected by Section 
6 or Section 7 of the Act which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or 
the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting in public as specified above.  

Moved by: Her Worship the Mayor 

Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

The meeting went into public excluded session at 12:13pm. For items MDC 21/831 to MDC 21/836 
refer to public excluded proceedings. The meeting returned to open session at 2:47pm.  

MDC 21/837 MEETING CLOSURE 

The meeting was declared closed at 2:48pm. 


